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Johnson leaves Oxford.
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to whom he had trusted for support had deceived him.     \ debts in College, though not great, were increasing1 ;  and scanty remittances from Lichfield, which had all   along  be made  with great difficulty, could  be  supplied   no  longer, father  having  fallen   into a state  of insolvency.     Compell therefore, by irresistible necessity, he left the College in autur .1731, without a degree, having been a member of it little m than three years2.
1 Yet his college bills came to only some eight shillings a week. As this was about the average amount of an undergraduate's bill it is clear that, so far as food went, lie lived, in spite of Mr. Carlyle's assertion, as well as his fellow-students.
- Mr. Croker states that 'an examination of the college books proves that Johnson, who entered on the 3ist October, 1728, remained there, even during the vacations, to the 12th December, 1729, when he personally left the college, and never returned—though his name remained on the books till 8th October, 1731.' I have gone into this question at great length in my Dr. Johnson: His Friends and His Critics, p. 329. I am of opinion that Mr. Croker's general conclusion is right. The proof of residence is established, and alone established, by the entries in the buttery books. Now these entries show that Johnson, with the exception of the week in October 1729 ending on the 24th, was in residence till December 12, 1729. He seems to have returned for a week in March 1730, and again for a week in the following September. On three other weeks there is a charge against him of fivepcnce in the books. Mr. Croker has made that darker which was already dark enough by confounding, as I have shewn, two John Taylors who both matriculated at Christ Church. Bos-well's statement no doubt is precise, but in this lie followed perhaps the
account given by Hawkins, would have been less likely to. cover Hawkins's error from the that, as Johnson's name was about three years on the Coll books, he was so long, in nami least, a member of the College. I Boswell seen Johnson's letter Mr. Hickman, quoted by Mr. Crc (Croker's JBosivell, p. 20), he w< at once have seen that Johnson c< not have remained at college fc little more than three years, within three years all but a da his entrance at Pembroke, he wi to Mr. Hickman from Licbfield, / am yet unemployed, I hope will, if anything should offer, member and recommend, Sir, ; humble servant, Sam. Johnson.' In Eos\ve.l\'s Journal of a Toil the Hebrides (Aug. 15, 1773) the: a very perplexing passage bea on Johnson's residence at Coll ' We talked of Whitefield. He he was at the same college with '. and knew him before lie began t better than other people,' Now Ji son, as Boswell tells us, read journal in manuscript. The si ment therefore seems to be i established indeed. Yet White did not matriculate till Nov. 7, i a full year after Johnson, accori to Boswell, had left Oxford. We told that, when Johnson was li at Birmingham, he borrowed Lc Abyssinia from the library of I broke College. It is probable em that a man who frequently wait l.ilfi. Uiili.iul Wi"it, wriiiii); nf t lui'it Uitifih in 17$^, ''.iyt: 1 t'ltiftiilrr inr vi-iy M'limi-ily here in n "itratiK'"' »uiiuy. inlialiiinl liy tltiiij,;s that i all ilirnnrhf. Ihuini-. and M,i'it»M'i nl Aii-i; a i nmuiy llnwiii^ \ulli -.vll'v.i-.ui-. and ale, uherc llui.uti anil \'ii^il Me rijiially unknown.1 tltay'-i Lttlfi f, it. i-
